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Artist’s latest project

The man known as
Mo puts a distinctive
touch on new Nikes

By JILL SPITTHASS
The Tribune

AL first glanee, Mo's maze-
like art appears to be a sophis-
ticated verslon of the doodling
done an funior high Pee-Chee
folders.

Bul lock agaln at what k= actu
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This mntrcate
X of machine
like precision

andd passionate language is pure
M, the Portl; arist who's one
| ol i ard form is enming him
global exposure
In addiion to his current
e ¥ shy of partrafs, Ma
original design will adom Nike's
latest Adr Force Ome sneaker, ong
of three in a sertes done by selecd
arttsts. His work svill alsd be fea
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tured on the cagerly awakbed Air
Jardan XX shoe.

Like many great artistic en
dErers, Lhis ome was borne oul of
a love affair gone wrong.

“1 was obsessing over an ex-fi-
e = witich my therapist tolkd
it b0 o Hee sndd; Hnock vourscif
ot Your brain will eventually ged
tired of i1 5o I drew her portrai
while loeking at a photoe, and the
resill was this™ says the 38-yvear
old Ma. This wold be khis

st worg 1 Uwe

drawing he  calls

shvrinthine Projections
Flying high
Ma, who's known outside of
artistie cifcies a8 Mo Morales,
studicd mechandeal engineering
before becoming an aviation cloc-
trondes specialist in the U5, Air
Force, He s working on trade
marking his seorel technbquee,
which re-creates the graphic ap-
peal of his favorite childvood toy,
Lhie Efch-A-sEsch
The laser-cut design on the Adr
Foree One shoe features an

stvle

i Image ol a hrain on the

toe of one shise,
while a heart
tops the oth-

o b

“TH e
brain sym-
bholizes

thaught, and
the heart represents cmodion,”
ziays Mp, a student of Jungian phi-
losophy. “T'm interested In explor-
ing the contrast of dark and lght
human gqualities, and how those
traits balance each other.”

That halanee & ovident in the
text etched into the earib-hued
leather wrapping around the
shoe's sole; the prose begins on
afe sl and emnds on the other,

The madn bady of Uhe snéaker is
equilly ormate, a fact that the Los
Angedes native hopes will insplre
werers (0 consider the desigm il
A distanee eloser than the end of
their beg

“I'm a communicator, 80 my
jobvs nof done il someone dossn
ursberstand i1, Mo says.

™

has sole

M crestis art
styfisticalty
based on the
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drewsing takes
him around teo
hours to
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Mike likes Ma
Mot one to rest on hls convo- |
labed Bavrels, Ma is podsed [o take
the Labyrinthine Projection fech-
nigque into 3-I2. He was recently
oommilEsioned o creale a seulp
ture of hasketball great Michaed |
dordan by the man himself,
*Jordan was at the Nike cam
s, where he saw a portragth thit
I'd done of him,” Me says 'Iiri
asked if 1 thought [ conld do the
same thing in a sculpture, using
Il projected (hrowgh the lay
ors. I'm working om it mosw."
Taking on several projects at
ance is nothing new for the single
Sa who refers 1o his work a5 a |
recording engineer as a “discrode

Aller mixing tracks for the
likes of Kraftwerk, P. Diddy and
the Morthwest's own Scribe Ma
chine, Me was reacdy (o carve oul
a1 niche in the industry

I'd heard that there was a
growing post-production market
hire,” b says of his motbvation (o
make Portland home |

While he's now putting most of
his enenmy e his arbwork, Mais
keeping a hand in music. He's
currently producing an albuam for
the Eugene-based band Pelied
[EET ]

Thi fact that be's culting an ex-
ceptionally wide career swath
doesn't faze Mp, who claims to
flmirish o less thin Ove holirs
shisep per nighl

“My father always says (o me,
Pick something and focus, © he
gars, [ have picked somedh
it"s ubidquity.”




